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September 16, 2013

Crane Co.

100 First Stamford Place

Stamford, Connecticut 06902

Attention: Max H. Mitchell, President and Chief Operating Officer

Re:  Newtown Creek Superfund Site, Kings County and Queens County, New York
equest for Information Pursuant to the Comprehensive E-~~~r~~nental Response,
Compensation, and Liability Act, 42 U.S.C. §§ 9601-9675 Pertaining to Former Crane
Co. Facility on the Dutch Kills Tributary of Newtown Creek

Dear Mr. Mitchell:

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (“EPA”) is charged with responding to the release
and threatened release of hazardous substances, pollutants and contaminants into the
environment and with enforcement responsibilities under the Comprehensive Environmental
Response, Compensation, and Liability Act, as amended (“CERCLA”), 42 U.S.C. §§ 9601-9675
(also known as the “Superfund” law). More information about CERCLA, including a copy of
the Superfund law, may be found at www.epa.gov/superfund.

EPA has documented the release and threatened release of hazardous substances into the
environment at the Newtown Creek Superfund Site (“Site”). The Site includes a body of water
located in Kings County and Queens County in the City of New York and the State of New
York. Newtown Creek is a tidal arm of the New York-New Jersey Harbor Estuary that forms the
northwestern-most border between the New York City boroughs of Brooklyn and Queens. Itis a
tributary of the East River and includes Newtown Creek proper and its five branches (or
tributaries) which are known, respectively, as Dutch Kills, Maspeth Creek, Whale Creek, East
Branch and English Kills, along an approximately 3.8-mile reach. References in this letter to
“Newtown Creek” are meant to include Newtown Creek proper and its tributaries.

In response to the release and threatened release of hazardous substances into the environment at
the Site, EPA has spent public funds and anticipates spending additional public funds. These
actions have been and will be taken by EPA pursuant to CERCLA.

The Site has been listed pursuant to Section 105 of CERCLA, 42 U.S.C. § 9605, on the national
priorities list of releases and threatened releases of hazardous substances, based upon the relative
risk or danger to public health or welfare or the environment, for the purpose of taking action
pursuant to CERCLA at such sites. Newtown Creek was listed pursuant to EPA rulemaking by
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INFORMATION REQUEST

This letter seeks the Company’s cooperation in providing information and documents relating to
the Site. We encourage you to give this letter your immediate attention. A complete and truthful
response to the attached Request for Information should be submitted to EPA within 45 days of
your receipt of this letter.

Under Section 104(e) of CERCLA, EPA has broad information gathering authority which allows
the Agency to require persons to provide information or documents relating to the materials
generated, treated, stored, or disposed of at or transported to a facility, the nature or extent of a
release or threatened release of a hazardous substance, pollutant, or contaminant or other waste
materials at or from a facility, and the ability of a person to pay for or perform a cleanup.

While EPA seeks the Company’s cooperation in this investigation, its compliance with the
enclosed Request for Information is required by law. When you have prepared your response to
the Request for Information, please have the sign and have notarized the enclosed “Certification
of Answers to Request for Information,” and return that Certification to EPA along with your
response. Please note that false, fictitious or fraudulent statements or representations may
subject you to civil or criminal penalties under federal law. In addition, Section 104 of
CERCLA, 42 U.S.C. § 9604, authorizes EPA to pursue penalties for failure to comply with
requests for information.

It is possible that some of the information that EPA is requesting may be considered by youto e
confidential business information. Please be aware that you may not withhold the information
on that basis. If you wish EPA to treat all or part of the information confidentially, you must
advise EPA of that fact by following the procedures described in the Instructions included with
the enclosed Request for Information, including the requirement of supporting your claim of
confidentiality.

Please note that if after submitting your response you obtain additional or different information
concerning the matters addressed by the Request for Information, it is necessary that you
promptly notify EPA.

This Request for Information is not subject to the approval requirements of the Paperwork
Reduction Act of 1980, 44 U.S.C. §§ 3501-3520.

Your response to this Request for Information (in hard copy and pdf) should be sent to:

Michael A. Mintzer
Assistant Regional Counsel
New York/Caribbean Superfund Branch
Office of Regional Counsel
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region II
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10.

11.

DIRECTIONS AND DEFINITONS FOR Prenm NG TO RN ™ST FOR
INFORMA'TION

A. Directions
A complete and separate response should be given for each question.
Identify each answer with the number of the question to which it is addressed.

Please provide one hard copy as well as one pdf copy (on compact disc) of your response
and documents to Mr. Mintzer, and one pdf copy (on compact disc) to Ms. Kwan. Please
see Directions numbered 14 and15, below with respect to any documents that the
Company may assert are entitled to confidential treatment.

For each document produced in response to this Request for Information, indicate on the
document, or in some other clear manner, the question to which it applies.

In preparing your response to each question, consult with all present and former
employees and agents of the Company whom you have reason to believe may be familiar
with the matter to which the question pertains.

In answering each question, identify each individual and any other source of information
(including documents) that was consulted in the preparation of the response to the
question.

If you are unable to give a detailed and complete answer, or to provide any of the
information or documents requested, indicate the reason for your inability to do so.

If you have reason to believe that an individual other than one employed by the
Company, as the term is defined below, may be able to provide additional details or
documentation in response to any question, identify that person.

If a document is requested but not available, state the reason for its unavailability. To the
best of your ability, identify the document by author, date, subject matter, number of
pages, and all recipients of the document with their addresses.

If anything is omitted from a document produced in response to this Request for
Information, state the reason for, and the subject matter of, the omission.

If you cannot provide a precise answer to a question, please approximate but, in any such
instance, state the reason for your inability to be more specific.






All confidentiality claims are subject to EPA verification. It is important that you
satisfactorily show that you have taken reasonable measures to protect the confidentiality
of the information and that you intend to continue to do so and that it is not and has not
been obtainable by legitimate means without your consent. Information entitled to
confidential treatment will be disclosed by EPA only to the extent permitted by CERCLA
Section 104(e) and 40 C.F.R. Part 2, Subpart B. If no such claim accompanies the
information when it is received by EPA, then it may be made available to the public by
EPA without further notice to you.
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11.

12.

13.

of the Company if that affiliate owned or conducted business at the Facility (see
Definition 9.a.).

. As used herein, the term “affiliate” or “affiliated” refers to all entities controlling,

controlled by or in common control with the Company, whether currently in existence or
no longer in existence.

. As used herein, the terms:

a. “Facility” shall mean the facility located at 47-30 29" Street, Long Island City, New
York (Borough of Queens, Block 115, Lot 239), together with the structures,
infrastructure and other improvements located thereon; and

b. “Other Newtown Creek Property(ies)” shall mean all other properties or facilities, if
any, now or formerly owned or operated by the Company within the area extending
one-thousand feet from the shoreline of Newtown Creek (including each branch or
tributary of Newtown Creek).

The term “identify” means, with respect to a natural person, to set forth the person's

name, present or last known employer and business address and business telephone

number, present or last known home address and home telephone number, and present or
1st known job title, occupation, position or business.

The term “identify” means, with respect to a corporation, partnership, business trust or
other association or business entity (including a sole proprietorship) to set forth its fu
name, address, legal form (e.g., corporation, partnership, business trust, etc.), a brief
description of its business and its ultimate parent corporation.

Other defined terms:

a. As used herein, the term “Facility Plan™ means one or more diagrams or depictions of
the Facility providing the information requested by the Request for Information.
b. As used herein, the term “MSDS” means Material Safety Data Sheet.

All terms not defined herein shall have their ordinary meanings, unless such terms are
defined in CERCLA or RCRA or in their implementing regulations, in which case the
statutory or regulatory definitions apply.






REQUEST FOR INFORMATION

Section 1.0 Company Information

1. Company Identification. Provide the following information with respect to the Company
(see Definition 7).

a.  The full legal, corporate name and mailing address.

b.  The state and date of incorporation of the Company, the date of qualification to do
business in the State of New York and the Company’s agents for service of
process in the state of incorporation and the State of New York.

c.  The identity of the Chief Executive Officer or other presiding officer of the
Company.

d.  Ifthe Company is a successor to any other entity by merger, asset or stock
acquisition, change of name or other activity, identify each predecessor and
identify the nature of the succession. ,

e. If the Company is a subsidiary or division of another entity, identify each parent
entity.

2. Future EPA Communications: It the addressee of this letter requests that future
communications from EPA regarding the Site be sent to a particular individual or office,
provide the name, address, telephone number, e-mail address and capacity of such
individual or office.

Section 2.0 Company’s Owner/Operator Information of the Facility and Newtown Creek

Company’s Relationship to the Facility. Identify the Company’s relationship to the
Facility, including:
a.  The Company’s ownership and operational interest in the Facility including the
corporate identity of the entity that holds or held such interest.
b.  Dates of acquisition, disposition and operation of the Facility and the identity and
relationship, if any, between the Company and the transferor and transferee.
c.  Provide a copy of all deeds evidencing the acquisition or disposition of the
Facility and of all leases relating to the operation of the Facility.
d.  Identify any affiliates (see Definition 8) of the Company that may have owned or
conducted business at the Facility (see Definition 9.a) or at any Other Newtown
“eek Property (see¢ " 2finition 9.b), and for any such affiliate, identify the nature
of the relationship between the Company and the affiliate and the activities
conducted by the affiliate at the Facility or at the Other Newtown Creek Property.

(VS

4. Operations at the Facility.
a.  Please identify the principal business operations conducted at the Facility by the







Please provide a copy of each “as-built” survey or plan of the Property showing
the property and its infrastructure as developed during the Company’s tenure at
the Facility.

Provide such other drawings, maps, photographs and surveys, including, for
example, Sanborn maps of the Facility, in the Company’s possession showing
features of the Facility either before or during the time of the Company’s
ownership or operation that would provide an understanding of the configuration
of and operations at the Facility.

Ownership of Newtown Creek. At the present time or at any past time, has the Company:

a.

Owned any portion of Newtown Creek (see Definition 1, “Newtown Creek”
includes Newtown Creek proper as well as Dutch Kills), or wetlands associated
with Newtown Creek? Did the deed conveying the real property to the Company
provide title to the bed of Dutch Kills?

Did the Company control or assert exclusive rights to any area of Newtown
Creek, for any purpose including, without limitation, berthing or loading barges,
dredging or filling in Newtown Creek to maintain water depths, or for
construction, maintenance or repair of any facility located in the waters or the
associated wetlands or sediments of Newtown Creek, including, by way of
example, bulkheads, rip rap, pipes, wharfs, piers, docking, loading or unloading
facilities, cranes or other over-water facilities?

If the answer to either subparagraph “a” or “b” of this paragraph is yes, please
identify the areas owned or controlled by the Company, or over which the
Company has or had a right to use, provide an explanation of how and from
whom the Company acquired such ownership or control, provide a copy of all
title documents, leases, permits or other instruments where such right was
derived, show the areas on the Facility Plan, and describe all activities conducted
pursuant thereto.

8. Activities in Newtown Creek.

a.

Describe all activities at the Facility that were conducted by or for the Company
over, on, under, or adjacent to Newtown Creek including dredging activities,
construction or maintenance of bulkheads, rip rap, piers docking facilities, cranes,
or other on water or under water activities? If so, provide details.

9, Bank Erosion, Overland Transport and Overwater Activities at or From the Facility to

Newtown Creek.

a.

Description of Bulkheads and Bank Stabilization. Describe all bank stabilization
systems at the Facility, including bulkheads, rip rap, vegetation or other systems,
and the construction materials and mode of construction used. Identify on the
Facility Plan the extent and type of shoreline stabilization at all areas of the
Facility. State whether there has been or whether there is any ongoing bank
erosion, and identify on the Facility Plan the location of shoreline erosion.







13.

14.

Describe how storm water was managed and drained at the Facility and depict on
the Facility Plan all drainage flow and drainage infrastructure including all
receiving facilities for storm water. Separately explain and depict point source
drainage through pipes or other conveyances as well as sheet flow or surface
water runoff.

Identify and provide a copy of all permits for drainage and provide a copy of all
data from sampling discharges of storm water.

Provide a copy of all drainage studies, reports or plans for all periods during the
Company’s ownership, operation or occupancy of the Facility.

Identify on the Facility Plan elevations of the Facility relative to Newtown Creek.
State whether elevations have changed during the period of the Company’s
ownership or operation of the Facility and describe all such changes.

Facility Process Water Management. Identify all waste water streams, other than sanitary

waste water from rest rooms that was generated at the Facility, and identify the activities
generating such waste water. Describe how process waste water was managed at the
Facility and depict on the Facility Plan all process and waste water treatment and disposal
facilities. Identify and provide a copy of all permits for management or drainage of
process waste water. Provide a copy of all data from sampling discharges of waste water,
including all data from sampling any process or business waste stream generated at the
Facility. Provide a copy of all waste water management and drainage studies, reports or
plans for all periods during the Company’s ownership or occupancy of the Facility.

Connections to New York City sewer system.

a.

State whether the Facility was connected to the New York City sewer during the
Company’s ownership or operation and the date that the Facility was first
connected.

Identify the waste streams (sanitary, storm water, process water), if any,
connected to the New York City sewer.

Identify all liquid waste streams not connected to the New York City sewer and
describe disposal of such waste streams.

State whether the Facility ever discharged any liquid wastes other than to the New
York City sewer system and, if so, provide details on such discharges.

State whether the Facility participated in the New York City pretreatment
program, and whether the Company was ever classified as a significant industrial
user.

Provide iesofall] mits 't applicat” s for New York City
Industrial Wastewater discharge permits.

Provide copies of all notices of violations, correspondence, hearing transcripts and
dispositions relating to the Company’s use of the New York City sewer system.
Provide copies of all surveys, reports or analyses delineating or characterizing the
Company’s liquid wastes.
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20.

21.

22.

Vehicles. Did the Company utilize vehicles in its operations at the Facility? If the

answer is yes, please provide the following:

a.

b.

Describe the purpose for the vehicles used in connection with operations at the
Facility and identify the type and number of vehicles employed at the Facility.
Identify whether the following activities were conducted: vehicle loading, vehicle
unloading, vehicle maintenance, vehicle refueling, and vehicle washing. If yes,
describe each such activity and identify on the Facility Plan the area where such
activity occurred. -

Bulk Storage Containers.

a.

If the Facilities had bulk storage of petroleum or chemicals, please show the
location of each storage tank on the Facility Plan and describe each tank by
volume, construction materials, spill prevention and containment systems and
whether it is located above- or below- ground. Identify the materials currently
and historically stored in each tank, including the types of petroleum products and
additives handled at any time during the operation of the Facilities, and identify
the purpose and use of such stored materials at the Facility. Provide a copy of the
material safety data sheet (“MSDS”) for each such material.

Provide all documents related to permitting, inspection, maintenance, cathodic
protection, product inventory levels, spills, cleaning, and closure of such tanks
and correspondence between the Company and regulatory authorities concerning
the storage tanks.

Chemicals and Other Materials Used, Produced and Generated at the Facility. Identify

the compounds and chemicals received, stored and used at the Facility and the purpose
that the compounds and chemical were acquired.

a.

For receipt of materials, please identify all such materials, being specific in
identifying such each item including brand name of any chemical or, if generic,
the identity and description of such material, the purpose for which it was
received and the process in which it was employed. Please provide copies of
MSDSs for each such chemical. Identify the annual volume of receipt of such
materials.

Identify all products produced at the Facility or shipped from the Facility and, if
applicable, provide copies of MSDSs. Identify the approximate annual volume of
production at the Facility by product line.

Describe in detail how and where the hazardous substances, hazardous wastes,
and industrial wastes are or were generated at the Facility and how they were
disposed. For each disposal location and method, state the nature and quantity or
the material disposed on an annual basis.

Oil/Water Separators. Identify all oil/water separators at the Facility during the

Company’s ownership or operation including dates of installation, dates of replacement
or major modification, purpose of installation and source of influent, and location of






26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

Releases at or from the Facility. Has the Company ever provided notice to or made a
report to EPA or to any New York State or New York City agency concerning a spill or
release involving the Facility or involving Newtown Creek? If so, describe each spill or
release, the constituents of any material released, and provide copies of all
communications between the Company and federal, state or local regulatory agency.

Soil Removal Actions. Has any contaminated soil ever been excavated or removed from
the Facility? If yes, identify the reason for such soil action, the dates of such action, and
whether the soil removal was performed under the oversight of EPA, NYSDEC or New
York City Department of Environmental Protection (“NYCDEP”) or any other regulatory
agency and show the location of such actions on the Facility Plan. Provide copies of all
reports containing a description of the soil excavation and all data and analyses and
copies of any orders or agreements with any regulatory agencies that required or oversaw
the work.

Groundwater Action. Has the Company treated, pumped, or taken any kind of response
action on groundwater under the Facility? If yes, identify the reason for such
groundwater action, the dates of such action, and whether the groundwater action was
performed under the oversight of any EPA, NYSDEC or NYCDEP or any other
regulatory agency and show the location of such actions on the Facility Plan. Provide
copies of all reports containing a description of the groundwater action and all data and
analyses, and copies of any orders or agreements with any regulatory agencies that
required or oversaw the work.

Sediments. Has the Company taken any action with respect to sediments in Newtown
Creek? Provide a copy of all reports, studies, correspondence or other information
concerning the sediments adjacent to the Facility.

Releases into Subsurface units. Was there ever a spill, leak, release or discharge of
waste, or process residue, including hazardous substances, pollutants, contaminants,
industrial waste, or petroleum, into any subsurface disposal system or floor drain inside
or under a building situated at the Facility? If yes, provide details of each event and any
communication with any federal, state or city regulatory body.

Releases to Newtown Creek. Was there ever a spill, leak, release or discharge of a
hazardous substance, industrial waste, petroleum or other waste or material into
Newtown Creek from the Facility or from any equipment, structure, or activity occurring
on, over, or adjacent to Newtown Creek? If yes, identify such release and provide copies
of any documents regarding the nature of the material released, the dates of each such
occurrence, the amount and location of such release, and whether there was any action to
treat or recover any materials that were the subject of the release. Provide copies of all
reports containing a description of the groundwater action and all data and analyses, and
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